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his diligence in visiting and instructing them, and
inspiring their indolent natures to activity in the
services of Religion; and at his zeal and charity,
sufficient to enkindle their hearts if they had been
less hard and more tractable. I said then to myself
that success is not always the recompense of
Apostolic men’s labors, nor the measure of their
merit.

Having finished all our business in the period of
about two months which I spent with my brother,
we were obliged to separate. As it was God who
ordered this separation, he knew how to mitigate its
bitterness. I went to rejoin Father Chardon, with
whom I remained a fortnight. He is a Missionary
full of zeal, who has a rare talent for learning
Languages; he knows nearly all those of the Savages
who are near these lakes. He has even learned
enough Illinois to make himself understood, although
he has seen some of these Savages only by chance,
when they come to his village; for the Pouteautamis
and the Illinois live on good terms, and visit each
other from time to time. Their manners, however,
are very different; the former are brutal and coarse;
the latter, on the contrary, are gentle and kind.

After having taken leave of the Missionary, we
ascended the river Saint Joseph, in order to make a
portage at 30 leagues from its mouth. This is what
we call making a portage: The canoes that are used
for navigation in this Country, being only of bark,
are very light, although they carry as much as a
shallop. When the canoe has carried us a long time
on the water, we, in our turn, carry it on the land,
in order to reach another river; and that is what we



